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Research: 

My research has focussed on the philosophical theology of Plato and Aristotle. A second topic 

regards the influence of Plato and Aristotle on Philo of Alexandria, the early Churchfathers, 

and the Gnostics (Basilides of Alexandria). 

During the last ten years most attention was given to Aristotle. 

In collaboration with prof. G. Reale (Milan, Italy) I published a commentary on the treatise 

On the Cosmos (De Mundo), in which we defended the authenticity of the writing and its 

importance for the study of Aristotle.  

Recently I have developed a new view on Aristotle’s psychology. The developmental view of 

W. Jaeger (1923) that distinguished three different phases in Aristotle’s philosophical career 

has to be abandoned. Aristotle in his lost dialogues as well as in his preserved treatises 



defended one and the same philosophical view. In it the soul is taken to be inseparably 

connected with an ‘instrumental body’ (pneuma or vital heat) that is used by the soul to 

produce and to direct the visible body. He sharply distinguishes the intellect from the soul in 

as far as the intellect does not need any corporeal instrument.  

The most recent project was the writing of a commentary on On the Life-Bearing Spirit (De 

Spiritu) that has been handed down as part of the Corpus Aristotelicum. According to all 

modern scholars this work dates from 250 BC, i.e. from long after Aristotle’s death. In a new 

translation of that writing with introduction and commentary that has been prepared in 

collaboration with dr. R. Ferwerda we defend the thesis that its author is Aristotle himself 

who is discussing with Plato and some presocratic philosophers the question whether breath is 

the central factor in living beings or pneuma in the sense of vital heat that pervades the whole 

living being through the blood (or its equivalent).  
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