APIZTOTEAHX
O KOPY®AIOZ ITANEIIIETHMON ®IAOXZO0POX

H onuepwvi nuépa anotelei évav onuavtikd otabuod yia to Havemotiuo pag. Me Saitepn xapd
Kat kavoroinon yloptalovpe v emionun évapfn Aettovpyiag tov «Atemiotnuovikov Kévtpov
Aptototehikwv Meletwv», To omoio 1pvbnke pe andgaon g ZvykAntov otig 6 Iovhiov To 2011,
votepa anod mpotaor tov ITputavikod ZvpPovliov To omoio evékpive Ty mpotaon tov IIpvtavn
Tov Apilototeleiov ITavemotnuiov T'dvvp Mulomoviov. Ogeilovpe dAot va avayvwpicovie OTL
frav Sk tov n oVAANYN NG Wéag ya TNV dnpovpyia Tov Kévtpov avtov apéowg poig avéraPe
Ta kaBrkovtd tov. Exave £1ot mpafn avtd mov yia OAovg pag €xet wptpdoet edw Kkat TOAG xpovia,
otL o Aplototéleto Tlavemotnpio ogeilel va avayvwpioet Tov 0tevo Seopd mov To ovVvEéel pe ToV
Ztayepitn Ad00Po, Kabwe, PE¢Pala, Kat TNV TEPAOTIA ONpATia TOV €pyov TOV, TOGO OGOV APOPA
v adddentn enidpaon mov doknoe otnv avBpwmivny dtavonon yia éva didotnua 2.500 xpovwy,
000 Kal ylo To eKTANKTIKO eVpog Oepdtwy pe Ta omoia aoxoAndnke o Xtayetpitng, Oépata Ta omoia
KAAUTITOLY OAovg Tovg Pactkovg KAASOVG TG @AoooPiag, EKTEIVOVTAL OHWG HE €vav TPOTO
EVTUTIWOLAKO KAL OTOV XWPO TWV EMOTNUWY.
%

Avtr) akpwg TNV TTVXN TOL €pyoL TOV, 1 omoia gival N AlydTepo YyvwoTn kat ovvapa tdiaitepa
adiknuévn ya moAovg awwveg, Ba emyelpnow va @wtiow onuepa. Tn oxéon Snhadn Ttov
AptoTtoTéAn pe TG emoTnpeg kat Tr Pabeld evvololoyikr ovyyévela mov cuvOEel TNV ApLOTOTENIKN
@hocogia fe Tn cOYXpOVN eMOTNHOVIKY okéYn. Oa poomadriow e Atya Aoyta va Sei§w yia otovg
Aoyovg o Aptototéng, o Makedovag @hocopog, pabntig tov IMldatwva kat ddokalog Tov
Meydhov AheEdvdpov, mov yevvrOnke ota Ztdyepa g Xolkidikng to 384 n.X., umopei Sikata va

OewpnOei, exTOG TWV AWV, KAt WG 0 “KOPLPAIOG TAVETIOTHHWY GINOCOPOG.

Oa avagepBw, Aotmov, 0’ ekeivo TO LEPOG TOV APLOTOTEAIKOD €pyov, oV | éva Ovopa ovopdlovpe
Aptototehikn Ovowkr] Phocoeia, kat TepthapPdvet eKTOG amd TNV TpayHateio TOV QEPEL TOV TITAO
Duotkd, kat TOANEG AAeg, taitepa onpavTikég mpaypateieg, onwg to ITepi Ovpavod, to Ilepi
yevéoews kal pBopag kaw o Metewpoloyird, kaBws kat Ta flodoyikd kat yuxoloyikd tov épya. ESw
npoo@épeTal éva Bavpdoto VAKO yua va peletnoovpe oe fdbog T oxéon Tov ApLOTOTEAN He TNV
EMOTAKN KAL TNV EMOTNUOVIKE OKEYT, OTIOV UTOPOVUE, KATA TN YVWUN Hov, va Stakpivovpe Tpia

Oepediwdn onpeia cvpPolng Tov Ztayeptitn.



To npwro eivat 6Tt 0 AploToTéAng éxet Oéoet Ta Oepéhia Twv kvproTépwv kKAAdwv Twv emotnuwy. To
SebTepo, OTL éxel TTPOoOoPEPeL TIG PAoels Tov ovyxpovov khadov mov ovopalovpe Dhocogia g
Emotung, epocov aoxoAeital pe Bépata g emotnuovikng pe8odov, kabwg kat pe to mpdPAnua
Twv apxwv kat Oepedinv g yvaong. To tpito, Té€\0g, onpeio, To OMOIO Elval KATA TH YVWUN HOV Kot
TO TILO EVTVTIWOLAKO, Eival OTL TPOOPEPEL TIG OVTONOYIKEG KATNYOPIES YL VAL KATAVOT|COVUE OTHepa

pe Baon Ta véa dedopéva Tov UOLKO KOGO.

Ooov agopd 010 emOTNUOVIKO épyo Tov Ztayelpitn, a&ilet va pvnuovedoovpe Tov MTAOOTO TwV
TOPATNPNOEWY TOV OTOV XWwpo TNG Actpovopiag, TG Metewpoloyiag, g Dvowkiig kat g
Yvxoloyiag, kat ¢ avtod mov ovopdlovpe onuepa I'vwolakr Emotun. AMwoTe, ot peléteg tov
Tavw oTa €uPla OVTa Hag EMTPETOVY Va TOV XapakTnpicovpe wg Tov matépa g Blohoyiag kat wg

TOV ONHAVTIKOTEPO BLOAGYO TNG APXAUOTNTAG.

Ed@ Oa mpémet va emonpdvovpe, 0Tt To épyo Tov Aplototédn Sev éxet afia povov yua Tig
AeMTOUEPETTATEG TIEPLYPAPEG OAOV TOV QUOIKOD Kat Prodoyikol Pactheiov, oA kupiwg ya Tig
ta&vounoelg, ot omoieg anetéhecav t Pdon yia v emotiun ¢ Tafvounong. H Apiototehikr)
tafvopnon otnpiletal o pia tepapyikr kKAipoaka Twv ¢ulwv Ovtwy, yvwotn wg scala naturae, 6mov
Eekvae amod TIG KATWTEPEG HOPPEG TWV QUTOV Kat @BAvovpe oTo avitepo €idog, mov eivat o
avBpwmog (BA. Iepi & {@a ioTopior 490b 16-20). [Ipoo@épet £Tot OAO TO VAKO yia pia eEeNKTIKT

Oewpia, otnVv omoia dpws dev Tpoxwpnoe TOTE 0 APLOTOTEANG.

Ag mepdoovpe Twpa 010 SevTepo onueio CLUPOANG TNG APLOTOTENIKNG PUOIKHG PLhocOPiag, avTo
oV avagépetal otn oxéon Tov Ztayetpitn pe t Procogia g Emotiung. A&iel va mpooégovpe
edw To yeyovag, 0Tt N yvwon, to émiotacBat, (PA. Aval."Yotepa 71a 21-33) yia Tov AploToTéAD,
ovviotatal oty Katavonon. Avantoooel, AAAwote, pia eapetika evdagépovoa Bewpia ya tnv
oA, povadikr oty wotopia g locogiag kat tng Emothiung, epocov opilel téooepa aitia:

T0 VAKO, TO 01 TIKO Kat TO TEMKO Kal TO HOop@PLKO.

210 AplOTOTEAIKO HOVTENO TOV PUGLKOV KOOHOL KeVTPLKT B€on katéxel To ovroloyiko Levyog DAy
kat popens. H tekevtaia amotelei, Oa Aéyape, v “eowtepikr @UON €VOG MPAYHATOG TTOV
ek@paletal oTov optopd Tov, oto Sdypappa TG Soung tov”. Etot, Uy kat popern kabwg kat to
avTioTOL0 OVTOAOYIKO (E0Y0G TOV Suvduer Kat €v évepyeia GVTOG ATTOTENOVY TOUG PACIKOVG TTUAWVEG
™G Aptototehikng Bewpiag ya Tov Quokd kOopo. Me amhd AoOyia, 1 TPAYHATIKOTNTA Yo TOV

Aprototén Sev efavtheitan ota Mpdypata mov yvwpilovpe pe Tig atobnoelg kat anotelovy tov év



évepyeiq KOOUO, TOV KOOUO TOV amoTeAel TN HOvadikh TPAYHATIKOTNTA Yia OO0 TO pedua Tov
Oetkiopov. IIépa kat miow and avtd vrapyet kat o év duvdpel KOOHOG, 0 omoiog dev éxel TePAOEL
aKopn atnv vIapdn, kAeivel Opws péoa Tov N SuvatdTNTA yia kKdBe peAovTtikn mpaypdtwon. Eivat
0 KOOHOG IOV avayvwpilet OAO Kal TEPLEOOTEPO TO GUYXPOVO PEVUA TOV ETOTNHUOVIKOD PEAALOHOU,
Kupiwg amod ToTe MOV Apyloe va Tibetal To BEpa TNG TPAYHATIKOTNTAG TOV YUY TAPATHPHOIUOV KAl
Twv BewpnTikdv ovrotATwy pe v avantugn g KPavtikng Guowkrg kat Quotkng twv Ztoiyetwdv

Zwpatiwv.

Oa MEPAOW, TWPA, OTO TPITO KAl CLUVAPTIAOTIKOTEPO, KATA Tr YVAOUN [ov, onueio cuuPoAng g
Apiototelikng Pooogiag g Dvong. Oa mpémet edw va Bupdpacte, OTL e TNV avantvén g
EMOTAWUNG ard TNV Avay£vvnon Kat HeTd, pe anokopvwpa tn Nevtwveta Gvowkr, dnpovpynOnke
TO HNXAVIOTIKO-VIETEPUIVIOTIKO HOVTEAO Yld TOV QUOIKO KOOUO, TO OTOl0 €pxXOTAV Of TATPM

didotaon pe 1o Suvapko povtédo tng Aplototelikns Puotkng Phocogiag.

Zhuepa, OUWG, UE TIG VEEG EVIVTIWOLAKEG avaKaADYelG o xwpovg, omwg N KPavtikn dvowkn kat
®voikn Twv MIKPOOWHATIWYV, YIVETAL PAVEPO OTL eival avayKn va ava(nTroove vEEG KaTNYopieg
KL EVVOLOAOYIKA OXAUATA Yl VAL KATAVOT|C0VUE TN SO KAl TOV XapakTrnpa ToL QUOLKOD KOGHOV.

OAa avtd éxovv €vav évtova ApLoTOTEAIKO XapaKTHpa.

I'a va yiver katavontd avtd, Ba avapepBw oe pia Bepediddn évvola g Puoikng, avtr TG VA,
yla TV omoiat 0 AptoToTéAng avémtuge mpy amod 2.500 xpovia pia efapeTikd evdlagépovoa kat
npwtoTLTn Bewpia. Ymootpi&e, 0Tt Ba mpémet va vapxel ¢ éva Pabutepo eninedo anod avtd Tov
atoBnTtov koopov pia Bepedtddng Stdotaon Tng VANG. AvTr TNV OVOpAsE «TpwTy UAN» KAl TNV Oploe
WG TO «TIPATOV Umokeipevov éxaotw» (BA. Pvo. 192a 32-34). H npatn UAn yia Tov Aplototéhn dev
EXEL KAVEVA ATTOADTWG XAPAKTNPLOTIKO YVwplopa, kapia dotnta (BA. Mera ta Pocixa 1029a17-20,
24-6), eivat  duopen  kat  ampoodoplotn  kat  “‘omapxel”  povov  év  Suvduer  (PA.

Meza o Pooiko, 1045b18-20).

Avt) akptBwg n raitepa ap@leyopevn yia Tovg AploToTelloTég poaéyylon TG VANG Bewpw, o1t
HOG ETUTPETEL VO QWTICOVE KATIOLEG EKTANKTIKEG AVANOYIEG TTOV VTIAPYOVY OTNV AVTIOTOLXN EIKOVA

NG VANG, OMwg avadveTal péoa amod Tov KOOHo TG ovyxpovng Puotkr.

[Ipdypatt, o6tav Safovpe TO0 KATWPAL TV KBAVTIKOV QAVOHEVWY, Ta OLAPOpA VTTO-ATOUIKA

«owpatidiar dev éxouv mAéov TIG WO1OTNTEG OV Ttapadoatakd amodidovtat otnv VAN, epodcov dev



elvat ol ovumayeic, capwg mpoadlopiopévol, apetdPfAntot «dopkot AiBow» TG Nevtdvelag atopkng
Oewpiag. Avtifeta, éxouv pio aoctabn wot epruepn «Omap&n», kabwg ovvrteleital, pe Opovg

Aptototehikots, éva Sapkég mEpaopa ano Ty €v duvapet oTny €v évepyeia KatdoTao.

[Ipoo@épeTtat, Aomov, éva eKTANKTIKO VAKO yia va tapovv véa {wr) ot ApLloTOTENKEG OVTONOYIKEG
Katnyopieg kat va katadeixbei o Staxpovikdg kat emikapog xapaktinpag tovs. To képdog, Opwg, dev
elvar povov avto. H avayvwon g Aplototedikng @locogiog vmd 1o Qg NG OLYXPOVNG
EMOTAUNG pHaG TIPooPEpel TN OuvATOTNTA va XTICOUUE TIG EVVOLOAOYIKEG YEQUPEG Yla TNV
EMAVAOVVSEDT] TNG EMOTNUOVIKNG OKEYNG LE TOV PINOCOPLIKO OTOXAOUO, AAAd Kal Ta £VVOLOAOYLKA
epyaleia yla tn Babutepn katavonon twv BavpacTwv avakaAbyewy Twv cOYXpPOVWwY EMOTNUWY.
Fivetar €10t 0 AploTotéAng OxL HOVOV O TIAVEMOTHUWY @IAO00POG, AAAd TavTOXpova Kat o
Oeuchiwtic ne Siemornuovikhs oxéyng. ES axppag otnpiletat kat 1o okentikd pe Paon to omoio
ovykpotrOnke To «Atemotnuovikd Kévtpo Apiototedikwv Meletwv» Tov [lavemotnpiov pog.
*

Z10X06 pag, Aomov, eivat 1 St-emotnovikod Xapaktripa pedétn kat TpoPoln oe Stebvr khipaka
Tov Aplototehikold €pyov, ot media MOV KAAOTTOVY, TOOO TOVG Tapadootakovs kKAadovg Tng
@A000QIaG, OTIWG AOYIKT, HETAPLOKT, TOALTIKT Kat N0k hocoia, pnTopikn, aAAd Kat TOUEG TOV
oxetiCovtat pe éva mAnbog emotnuovikwy mediny, OTWG aVTd TV avOpWTIOTIKWV OTOVdWY, TWV
VOUIKWV/TOAMTIKOV EMOTNUWY, TWV QUOIKOV Kal HabnUATIKWV €MOTNHOYV, TG Ploloyiag, Twv
EMOTNUWV VYElAG Kl TWV TEXVOAOYIKDV EMOTNHWY. AVTO, AAAWOTE, amoTeAel Kal TOV KALVOTOUO
xapaktripa tov Kévtpov, kabiotwvtag to povadikd oto eidog tov, 1600 otov EAadiko xwpo, 600

kat o Siebvéc eminedo.

®\odokia pag eivar va kataotel to “Aemotnuovikd Kévtpo Apiototedikwv Meketwv” molog
ENENG Kal onpeio avagopdg yia OAovg Tovg ApLoTOTEMOTEG TayKooping KaBwg kat yia Tovg
onovdaoTég TG AploToTehikng @locogiag ov Ba evSiapépovtal va peketroovv kabe mtvxn g
Apiototelikng okéyng. Kot avto, Stott Stabétel To povadikd mpovouio va Aettovpyei, Oxt HoOvov oTn
xwpa ov yevvhOnke o Aplototéhng, aldd eldikotepa 0to Aplototéleto ITavemotipo mov gépet T0
Oovopd Tov Kat PpiokeTal oe amdoTacn avamvong amnd ta XTdyelpa, yevételpa Tov Makedova

@A0co@ov, kat and T Miela, Tomo Sidaokaliag Tov, pe pabntn tov Tov AAéEavdpo.

Kupiwg 0pwe, 510TL 0 AploTOTEANG, €ival 0 OLKOVHEVIKOG PINOGOPOG, O OTI0I0G ATTOTENEL OVOLACTIKO
KOUUATL TNG TOAITIOTIKNAG HAG KANPOVOUIAG Kol TALTOXPOVA TNG KANpovoptas Olov Tov

TOMTIOPEVOL KOOpOV. Zvve)ilel, dMwote, 1 enidpaot] Tov va Sivel To TAPOV—EXOVTAG APTOEL



avefitnla ta onuddia g ot Bulavtivp Aoy mapddoon, otov ApaPikd kOOpO, Kat OTH
Meoawwvikry Stavonon g Evpwnng—oto mvevpatikd yiyveoBar tov ovyxpovov AvTIKOD

TIOALTIOHOV.

[Ipokettal, KaTd ovVvémew, yua €va €pyo To omoio afilel va peletioovpe TPOKeLEVOL Va
avadeiovpe  —amogevyovtag TOuG  TAEOVACOVTEG  LOTOPLKOVG,  TOTIKOUG Kat  €Bvikovg

OVOXETIOUOVG— TNV OLKOVHEVIKOTNTA, TN SloypOVIKOTNTA KAl TNV EMKAPOTNTA TOV GTOXAGUOD TOV.

[Swaitepa onjuepa, péoa otig odvvnpég ovvlnkes mov éxovv dtapopwdel yla T xdpa pHag, TETOLOV
eidovg eyxelpripata umopovv va anotedécovv Tov povadikd iowg eapo mov Stabétel n matpida pag.
Tov @dpo mov Ba oteilet kamowo @wg awotodofiag kat eAmidag mPog TOvg VEOUG Hag IOV
Soktpalovrtat. AAG kat T povadikr iowg gukatpia yla va oteilovpe éva pivopa mpog OAov Tov
KOO0 mov mapakolovBei tig e§elifelg, SuoTuxe pe kaBOAov kohakevTikd PAéupa yia T oVYXpOVvN
EX\&da, ot vmapyxet ojpepa kat avth 1 EAada. H EAAada tov mvedpatog kat Tov TOALTIoHOY.

206 evYapLOTO.

ARISTOTLE
THE PHILOSOPHER FOR ALL SCIENCES

The present day is an important milestone for our University. It is with great pleasure and
satisfaction that we celebrate the official opening of the "Interdisciplinary Centre for Aristotle
Studies", which was established by the Senate on the 6™ of July 2011, upon proposal by the Rector's
Council, which approved the proposal by the Rector of Aristotle University, Professor John
Mylopoulos. We all recognize that he was the one who conceived the idea for the creation of this
Centre, as soon as he took office. He thus made real the idea, which has matured over the years, that
Aristotle University must acknowledge the close bond that connects it with Aristotle, as well as the
enormous importance of the Stageirite, with regard both to its continued influence on human
thought for a period of 2,500 years, and to the amazing range of topics dealt with by him; topics
covering all major branches of philosophy, extending though in an impressive way into the basic
areas of science, as well.
*
It is this latter aspect of his work, which is the least known and has at the same time been treated in

an unfair way for many centuries, that I will attempt to shed light on today. That is, the relationship



of Aristotle to science and the deep conceptual connection linking Aristotle’s philosophy with
contemporary scientific thought. 1 will, thus, try to show, very briefly, why Aristotle, the
Macedonian philosopher —student of Plato and teacher of Alexander the Great— who was born in
Stageira of Chalkidiki in 384 BC., can rightly be considered, among other things, as the "greatest

philosopher for all sciences."

I will, therefore, refer to that part of Aristotle’s work that is called, in one name, Aristotelian
Natural Philosophy and includes besides the treatise entitled Physics (Pvoika), many other equally
important treatises, such as On the heavens (Ilepi ovpavov), On Generation and corruption (Ilepl
yevéoews kat ¢Oopac) and Meteorology (Metewpoloyixd), as well as his biological and
psychological works. En excellent material is offered here, in order to study in depth the relation of
Aristotle to science and scientific thought, where we can, in my opinion, distinguish three

fundamental points of contribution made by the Stageirite.

The first is, that Aristotle has laid the foundations of the main branches of science. The second, that
he has provided the basis for the contemporary field of Philosophy of Science, as he deals with
issues, such as those concerning the scientific method, the principles and foundations of knowledge,
and the notions of causality, time, space, movement, infinity, continuity etc. Finally, the third point,
which is in my opinion the most impressive, is that he offers the ontological categories necessary
today for understanding the new discoveries in the fields of Physics, Cosmology, Biology,

Psychology, to mention only some of them.

As for the Stageirite’s scientific work, it is worth mentioning the wealth of his observations in the
areas of Astronomy, Meteorology, Physics and Psychology as well as in what we call today
Cognitive Science. Moreover, his studies on living organisms allow us to characterize him as the

father of Biology and as the most important biologist of antiquity.

It should be noted, that the work of Aristotle does not only have value for the very detailed
descriptions of the entire physical and biological realm, but also, and mainly, for the classifications,
which were the basis for the science of Taxonomy. Aristotelian classification is based on a
hierarchical scale of living beings, known as the scala naturae, where we start from lower forms of
plants and arrive at the superior species, that is man (see, History of Animals, Ilepi t& (@a ioTOpiou
490b 16-20). It thus offers all the material needed for an evolutionary theory, to which however

Aristotle never advanced.



Let us now turn to the second point of contribution of Aristotle’s natural philosophy, that which
refers to the relationship of the Stageirite to Philosophy of Science. It is worth noting here the fact
that knowing, émiotacOuat (see, Posterior Analytics 71a 21-33), for Aristotle, is understanding.
Moreover, he develops a very interesting theory of causality, unique in the history of philosophy

and science, since he defines four causes: the material, the formal, the efficient and the final.

In the Aristotelian model of the physical world, the ontological pair of matter (0An) and form
(uopen) plays a central role. The latter is, so to speak, the "internal nature of a thing expressed in its
definition, in the diagram of its structure". Thus, matter and form and the corresponding ontological
pair of potential (év Suvauer) and actual being (év évepyeia) are the main pillars of Aristotle’s theory
about the natural world. Put in simple terms, reality for Aristotle, is not restricted to the things we
get to know by the senses, the things that make up the actual world —the only reality according to
the positivists. Beyond and behind these things, there is a part of physical reality, which is in a state
of potentiality, i.e. which has not passed into existence, yet, but encloses within itself the
potentiality (tendency) for its future realization. And it is interesting to know, that the current trend
of scientific realism is progressively taking all the more seriously this aspect of reality, as a
response to questions concerning the reality of the non-observable and theoretical entities, which
were raised as a result of the new developments in Quantum Physics and Physics of Elementary

Particles.

I, now, come to the third, and most exciting, in my opinion, point of contribution of Aristotle’s
Philosophy of Nature. It should be remembered here that the mechanistic-deterministic model for
the physical world, that was based on the development of science from the Renaissance onwards,
culminating in Newtonian physics, was in total disagreement with the dynamic model of Aristotle’s

Natural Philosophy.

However, today, with the impressive new discoveries in areas, such as Quantum Physics and
Physics of Elementary Particles, it becomes obvious that, in order to be able to understand the
structure and character of the natural world, we need new categories and conceptual schemes, which
point to Aristotle. To be more specific, let me refer to a fundamental concept of physics, that of
matter, for which Aristotle developed an extremely interesting and original theory, 2,500 years ago.
He argued that beneath the level of the sensible material world, there is a deeper and fundamental
dimension of matter. This he called "prime matter" (npwtn UAn) and defined it as “the ultimate

substratum of all change” (see, Physics 192a 32-34). Prime matter for Aristotle lacks all



determinations (see, Metaphysics 1029a17-20, 24-6), is formless, outside space and time, and has

only a potential “existence” (see, Metaphysics 1045b18-20)

It is precisely this particularly controversial Aristotelian approach towards matter, that allows us, in
my opinion, to elucidate some surprising analogies that one can find in the corresponding picture of

matter as it emerges from within the world of contemporary Physics.

Indeed, when one crosses the threshold of the quantum world, the various sub-atomic "particles" no
longer have the properties traditionally attributed to matter, since they are not the solid, clearly
defined, stable 'building blocks' of Newtonian atomic theory. Instead, they have an unstable and
ephemeral "existence", as a continuous transition from a potential to an actual, in Aristotelian terms,

state takes place.

An amazing material is therefore available, so that we can give life to Aristotle’s ontological
categories and demonstrate their timeless and timely character. The benefit, however, is not only
that. The reading of Aristotle’s philosophy in the light of modern science enables us to build the
conceptual bridges necessary for the reconnection of scientific thought to philosophical reflection,
and use the conceptual tools for a deeper understanding of the wondrous discoveries of
contemporary science. Aristotle, thus, becomes not only the “philosopher for all sciences”, but also
the founder of interdisciplinary thought. This was exactly the idea on which the establishment of the
"Interdisciplinary Centre for Aristotle Studies" was based.
%

Our goal, therefore, is to study Aristotle’s work from an interdisciplinary perspective and promote
it, on an international scale, in areas covering traditional branches of Philosophy such as Logic,
Metaphysics, Political and Moral philosophy, Rhetoric, as well as areas related to many scientific
fields, such as Humanities, Law and Political Science, Physical and Mathematical Sciences,
Biology, Health Sciences and even Technological Sciences. This, moreover, is what comprises the

innovative character of the Centre, making it unique in Greece, as well as on an international scale

It is our ambition that the "Interdisciplinary Centre for Aristotle Studies" becomes a pole of
attraction and a point of reference for all Aristotle scholars worldwide, as well as for students of
Aristotle philosophy who are interested in studying all aspects of his thought. And this is because it
has the unique privilege not only of operating in the country where Aristotle was born, but more

specifically at Aristotle University that bears his name and is located a breath’s distance away from



Stageira, the birthplace of the Macedonian philosopher and from Mieza, the place of his teachings

with Alexander as his student.

More importantly, though, because Aristotle is the universal philosopher who is an essential part of
our cultural heritage, which is also the heritage of the entire civilized world. His influence,
moreover, continues to be present, — having left indelible marks on Byzantine scholarly tradition, on
the Arab world, and on the Medieval thought of Europe — in the intellectual evolution of

contemporary Western civilization.

It is, therefore, a work which is worth studying in order to make known — avoiding superfluous
historical, local and national correlations — the universality, the timelessness and timeliness of his
thought. Especially today, in the painful circumstances that have arisen for our country, such
endeavours may be perhaps the only lighthouse that our country has — the lighthouse that will send
a light of optimism and hope to our youth, who are experiencing hard times. But also perhaps the
only opportunity to send a message to the world that is watching the developments, unfortunately
with a look that is not at all flattering for modern Greece, that there exists today the other Greece, as

well. The Greece of intellect and of culture.

Thank you.



